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annual exigencies of finance, or the interests of
those who are employed in the military service of
the Crown.

c Every shilling that is taken for unnecessary
military expenditure is so much withdrawn from
those vast sums which it is our duty to spend
for the moral and material improvement of the
people. I admit to the full that a complete and
an efficient military organization is the base and
foundation of our power here. We are bound to
see that every officer and man is fit for immediate
service, and that every arm and every military re-
quisite is maintained in a state of the utmost effici-
ency. I believe that in the proposals which have
been made, these principles have been strictly ad-
hered to/1

The original Minute from which I extract the fore-
going sentences covers five folio pages of small type*
But it would not be fair for me to reproduce the
Viceroy's arguments for his specific proposals without
also detailing the considerations which weighed with
the Home Authorities in declining them. To attempt
this would involve a rehearsal of the whole contro-
versy, while my object is merely to exhibit the spirit
in which the Earl of Mayo dealt with the question,
A single sentence of the last Despatch which he lived
to issue on the subject of army reform will fitly con-
clude this branch of my narrative, ' We cannot think
that it is right to compel the people of this country to
contribute one farthing more to military expenditure

1 Minute by the Viceroy, 3d October 1870.